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Lake Volvi is the second largest natural lake in Greece, 
with a surface area of about 6,800 hectares and a 
maximum depth of 21 metres. Its waters, as well as the 
streams running into the lake, provide habitats to 29 fish 
species. Amphibians, reptiles, mammals and thousands of 
birds, waterfowl, waders and raptors, share its resources. 
Common goldeneyes, herons, egrets and bitterns, night 
herons, glossy ibises, common redshanks, curlews, red- 
footed falcons, great crested greebes and bearded tits, 
are only a few of its residents or visitors.

Macedonian Tempe or the Straits of Rentina is the name 
of the valley which is run by the river Richios, between the 
mountains of Cholomontas and of Kerdyllia. The river 
functions as a natural overflow outlet of Lake Volvi, 
transferring its waters into the Strymonikos Gulf. The 
straits create a context of remarkable and manifold 
importance. The gorgeous plane forest of the Richios 
valley, the diversity of animals and plants, the high 
ornithological value and the exquisite landscape, classify 
the Macedonia Tempe as one of the Important Bird Areas, 
as a Specially Protected Area of Mediterranean Importance 
and also as an Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty. The 
site’s importance is highlighted by the byzantine castle of 
Rentina, at the entrance of the Tempe.
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Get to know...
The National Park of Lakes Koronia, Volvi and Macedonian Tempe

The National Park was established in 2004, in order to 
achieve conservation and sustainable management of one 
of the 10 Ramsar Wetlands of International Importance, 
that of Lakes Koronia and Volvi.
The protected area, totalling 212,000  hectares, is 
delimited by the mountains of Chortiatis, Cholomontas, 
Stratoniko, Kerdyllia and Vertiskos. This is the Mygdonia 
Basin, which, millions of years ago, was covered by the 
homonymous lake. Today, it hosts the waters of Lakes 
Koronia and Volvi.

The two lakes, in conjunction with Richios River and the 
Macedonian Tempe, mark out the core of the National 
Park. They form an ecological complex of high 
importance, internationally acknowledged. Life there 
thrives with 1,136 plant species, 343 bird species, 56 
species of mammals, 35 amphibian and reptile species, as 
well as 29 species of fish.
The Management Body of Lakes Koronia-Volvi, situated 
in the village of Lagkadas, is responsible for the 
conservation, management and highlighting the values of 
the National Park.

National Park
of Lakes K o ro n ia -V o lv i  
and Macedonian Tempe

Learn about...
the lakes

After its ecological collapse in the mid 90s, Koronia, also 
known as Lake of Agios Vasileios or Lagkadas, floods 
occasionally. Despite its degradation, lots of waders and 
waterfowl chose it as a migration, wintering or breeding 
station. Black-winged stilts, shovelers, avocets, common 
shelducks and mute swans, compose really beautiful 
scenery, when the lake does retain water. Likely, the 
flamingos gather around its shores in strikingly high 
numbers. the Richios river and 

the Macedonian Tempe
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Explore...
nature’s specials

The forest of Apollonia. With its alders, planes, white 
poplars, willows and chaste trees, it is one of the last remaining 
riparian forests in Greece. It hosts mixed colonies of herons, 
egrets and cormorants, both little and large raptors as well as 
hundreds of passerine birds that breed there every summer.

The plane forest of Rentina. Impressive plane trees 
covered by climbing plants, willows, elms, ash trees, chaste trees, 
Cornelian cherry dogwood and plentiful hydrophilic vegetation, 
make up an ecological complex of significant value and beauty, 
ideal for recreation.

Chiliodentra is how locals call the forest with superannuated 
oak trees south of Kalamoto, at Kallindoia. A local tradition 
wants Alexander the Great to have camped at the said forest and 
to have his horse Bucephalus tied to its most majestic oak.

The Nymfopetres (Bride Stones). The imposing, vertical 
rocks at the outskirts of the homonymous settlement have 
inspired fascinating legends. One of the existing versions claims 
that the stones are no more than hunters, turned into stone by 
Goddess Artemis, raged from their disrespectful behavior towards 
the nymphs of the forest. Alternatively, the rocks are seen as a 
wedding convoy, eternally petrified by the curse of the evil 
groom’s mother. On those peculiar limestone formations, science 
decodes the local geological history.

Admire...
natural monuments

The two plane trees of Scholari, the first designated 
Natural Monument, accommodate, on their branches, more than 
100 nests of grey herons.

The old plane tree (in Greek: Geroplatanos) quite 
fairly lent its name to the village. Proud, despite its 1,000 years, 
is among the most elderly plane trees in Greece!

The plane tree, "tribune" of Paul the Apostle.
According to tradition, in the shadow of the perennial plane tree, 
lies the rock which served as a soapbox for his teaching, on his 
way to Thessaloniki.

...at the Information Centre of Lakes Koronia- 
Volvi. The Centre operates under the supervision of the 
Management Body in Apollonia. The fully organized exhibition, 
the educational programs and the guided tours performed by 
the Centre’s experienced guides; ensure that visitors are 
adequately informed.

...at the museums. The folklife museums at a number of local 
settlements (Vrasna, Skepasto, Arethousa, Vertiskos, Sochos, 
Petrokerasa, Assiros, Arnaia) provide useful data on local 
history and human activity. The Natural History Museum of 
Kalamoto, the Pre-Byzantine and Byzantine Instruments 
Museum of Adam, and the Crop and Livestock Farming Museum 
of Modi, are all worth a visit, while the War Museum of 
Lachanas is another point of interest.

Take a tour...
monuments and sites 
of archaeological interest
The prehistoric settlement of “Toumba” of Assiros, the ruins of 
ancient towns such as of Apollonia, Liti, Kalindoia, the fort 
complex of Vrasna, the castle of Rentina, the tower of Agios 
Vasileios, the “tribune” of Paul the Apostle, the byzantine spa of 
Apollonia and of Lagkadas, the church of Agia Marina and a 
multitude of byzantine and post-byzantine monuments, dispersed 
among the settlements of the National Park, document the 
existence of civilization and the indissoluble bond between Man 
and nature.

Tower of Agios Vasileios. Positioned at the southern shore 
of Lake Koronia, it dates back to the 14th century. It used to 
stand along the road which connected Thessaloniki with the 
Egnatia Motorway, crossing the mountain of Chortiatis. It is 
probably associated to the supply of the city with goods from the 
lake and the surrounding prolific land.

Don't forget to...

Castle of Rentina. At a strategic location, on the top of a 
natural hill at the entrance of the Macedonian Tempe, next to the 
river Richios and the ancient Via Egnatia, the fortified settlement, 
for entire centuries, accommodated troops, travelers and 
merchants. The site was abandoned in the 15th century. Today, it 
figures among the most prominent archaeological sites of 
Macedonia.

...enjoy nature-related activities: ask the staff of the 
Management Body to accompany you or to recommend to you 
specific tours in the National Park, approach the bird observation 
points, enjoy the view from the relevant organized spots, rest at 
the recreation facilities and have fun by riding a horse or by doing 
windsurfing.

...go around the settlements of the area and meet the local 
people, enjoy local gastronomy, admire the traditional local 
architecture.

...take part in feasts and cultural events, held every year in the 
area, such as the Carnival of Sochos with the black-goat fur 
dressed men roaming the streets with big brass bells producing a 
frenetic rhythmic pattern, the Anastenaria (walking-on-fire rituals) 
at Lagkadas, the Macedonian Chad festival at Lake Volvi and the 
Oregano festival in Mavrouda.

Agia Marina of Rentina. Built in 1869 by skillful 
craftspeople from Hepirus, a jewel and the area’s trademark, the 
small church is the pride of Modi’s inhabitants, who would gladly 
tell you genuinely interesting stories about their church and why 
they decided to build it.

...relax and benefit from the healing powers of the organized 
spa of Apollonia and Lagkadas.



Points of interest

National Park of Lakes Koronia, Volvi and Macedonian Tempe
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